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On Nov. 3, the UN General Assembly voted overwhelmingly in favor of a resolution introduced
by Cuba calling for an end to the 32-year old US trade embargo against the island. The vote was
88 to 4, with 57 abstentions. The US, Israel, Paraguay and Albania cast the dissenting votes. This
is the second time that the General Assembly has condemned the US embargo since the passage
of the Cuban Democracy Act in October of 1992. The Act strengthened and extended the US trade
embargo by forbidding US subsidiaries in third countries from trading with Cuba and by banning
ships which dock in Cuba from entering US ports for six months, among other measures. The
Act has been widely rejected by the international community, largely because it constitutes an
attempt by the US government to extend application of national laws to other countries. The Nov. 3
resolution demands the "elimination of the unilateral application of economic and trade measures
by one state against another for political purposes." It also calls for the US to "repeal or invalidate"
laws which interfere with the "freedom of trade and navigation," as well as any legislation "whose
extraterritorial effects affect the sovereignty of other states." "We are opposed to the US legislative
initiative designed to strengthen the trade embargo against Cuba by means of extra-territorial
application of US laws," said Ambassador Paul Notredaeme of Belgium, speaking on behalf of the
European Community. "We believe such measures breach the general principles of international
law and infringe on the sovereignty of independent states." General Assembly resolutions are
not binding. They constitute recommendations to governments as a symbolic expression of the
international community's will. (Sources: Deutsche Press Agentur, 11/03/93; Notimex, 11/03/93,
11/04/93)
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